
 
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 
Private Bag X 17, Bellville 7535, South Africa, Telephone: (021) 959-

2283/2453 
Fax: (021) 959-3515 Telex: 52 6661 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI/UNIVERSITY OF THE WESTERN 
CAPE   

FACULTY EXCHANGE SUMMARY REPORT 
 
 
 

 AN INVESTIGATION OF �W�Z�����d�/�d�/�K�E���Z�^�[ EDUCATIONAL 
PRACTICES AND KNOWLEDGE OF EARLY   CHILDHOOD IN CHILDREN 

BETWEEN THE AGES OF 3 MONTHS TO 2 YEARS 

 

UM FACULTY: 
DR. ANDRESA DE SOUZA 

Assistant Teaching Professor Collage of 
Education



 
 

 
 
 

OVERVIEW OF PROJECT



 
 
and communication skills and/or  abilities of children 3 months to 2 years. 

4. identify  the activities used by early childhood practitioners  to engage with  and provide for 

children 3 months to 2 years in the edu-care centre environment. 

 

Research question  

1. What knowledge and



 
 
health and well- �„�‡�‹�•�‰�������ƒ�”�•�‡�•�á�����ƒ�–�œ�á�����‘�”�„�‹�•���¬�����ï���”�‹�‡�•�á���t�r�r�x�â�����†�™�ƒ�”�†�•���¬�����”�‘�•�ˆ�‹�‡�Ž�†�á���t�r�r�{���á���ƒ�•�†��

therefore, the social and communication needs of children during their  early school years are 

one of the  most crucial areas for holistic development to occur. Combining Dr. Pedro and Prof 

De ���‘�—�œ�ƒ�ï�•  theoretical and practical knowledge will likely create a fruitful study that will 

advance theorizing and    research in the context of South African families and ECD. Advancing 

research in the field of Early Childhood in both the U.S. and South Africa will be  mutually 

beneficial for both countries and both UM and UWC. This upholds the mission of the UM-UWC 

Faculty Exchange Program. 
 

Second, the proposed project will inform future efforts to support and educate early  

childhood  practitioners  and principals  about  how to enhance early  learning  for  young 

children.  Findings from this study may inform  South African ECD practitioners  on best 

practices of how to  enhance the developmental milestones such as social and communication 

skills for children 3months to 2 years. The National Integrated Early Childhood Development 

Policy (NIECDP) states that qualified, proficient ECD practitioners are essential to reaching the 

goals of the NIECDP, as they are �ò�”�‡�•�’�‘�•�•�‹�„�Ž�‡ for promoting and facilitating  the optimum care, 

development and education of young children from birth to school-going age, through a holistic 

approach to the well-being and development of young �…�Š�‹�Ž�†�”�‡�•�ó (South Africa, 2015, p. 108). 

���Š�—�•�á�����������’�”�ƒ�…�–�‹�–�‹�‘�•�‡�”�•���ƒ�”�‡���…�”�‹�–�‹�…�ƒ�Ž���–�‘���—�’�Ž�‹�ˆ�–�‹�•�‰�����‘�—�–�Š�����ˆ�”�‹�…�ƒ�ï�• youth and the country as a whole. 

According to Lally (2000), ECD practitioners  and their   learners can be best supported by 

responsive curriculum planning, which focuses on finding strategies to help infant-toddler 

teachers search for, support, and keep alive children's internal motivation to learn. This study 

seeks to provide practitioners with a repertoire  of possible approaches on how to practically 

implement activities to develop �…�Š�‹�Ž�†�”�‡�•�ï�• age-appropriate milestones. Findings from this study 

may also inform future intervention efforts that seek to teach practitioners  how to engage and 

develop practical tasks and activities within  the  classroom environment but further  expand 

these to other environments such as the home environment. 
 

Third, the proposed project will result in a conference presentation and journal  

publication. Given the theoretical and practical significance of this project, both Prof De Souza  

and I will submit and present the resulting manuscript to International  conference platforms. 

We will submit the manuscript to a peer reviewed journal for publication. Prof De Souza and I 

as well as other collaborators will be listed as authors on this conference presentation and 

publication. 
 

Fourth, an intended outcome of the proposed project will be to foster these 

collaborations and continue this line of research . As part of my and Prof De ���‘�—�œ�ƒ�ï�• research 



 
 
on early childhood practitioners  and principals and implementing a teaching  curriculum  at edu-

care centres and preschools, they will continue to investigate and explore the needs and 

training requirements and provide training to capacitate these practitioners in diverse families 

and populations, including those in South Africa. The collaborations and relationships I   ro 

establish in the United States may be essential to securing funding for future research in this 

important  area. 

 

REPORT ON STUDY DATA  

Prof Andresa and I partnered through UMSAPE to conduct a study to explore the �’�”�ƒ�…�–�‹�–�‹�‘�•�‡�”�•�ï 

educational practices and knowledge of early      childhood in children between the ages of 3 months 

to 2 years. The project proposal was developed and refined in 2021, we also submitted our 

proposal to MU�ï�• Institutional Review Boards (IRB) �ƒ�•�†���������ï�• research ethics committees for 

approval. We also invited Prof Guiherme Bracarense Filgueiras, based at the Department of General 

Psychology and Behaviour Analysis, University of Estadual de Londrina, Brazil to collabo





 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRESS TOWARD OUTCOMES & TIMELINE 

After Prof Andresa�ï�•���˜�‹�•�‹t to Cape Town, we met several times to plan manuscripts and next steps 

for the project. Currently, we are analyzing the quantitative data for a manuscript. The qualitative 

data has been analysed and a draft manuscript has been written up. 

 

At this point we are re[(T)-6 ( n BT /)Tj ET ( 5 (n)8 (g)]TJ ET Q -(t)5 (hi)-2 (s)- (u24842 r-hi)34 >>ur5L /TT2 12 Tfea 0 0 3 T9  Q q 0 0 595.6 842 re W* n 9 (ri)-7 (p)6 (t)5 62 503.95 TTf 4mdt.).ea 0 0 625 351.1 Td [(5 62 503.95 TTf 4mdt.).ea 0 0 62546 (t)5 ( )-46 (t)5 (4dt.).ea 845 393.3 T /TT2 12 T2.l(5 )- (u24s)-2 ( )-456E4a 0 0 625 3SaQ q 0 0 595.6 842 re W.h> (n)8 (t)5 9ax 12 Tf 393.92 414.3 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 092 2 Tf 402.33 414.3 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.6 842tive

.



 
 
our research questions, conducting data collection, writing  up the manuscripts, submitting 

our manuscripts to journals and disseminating our findings of our project at conferences, we 

are addressing the first three outcomes/ objectives of our project.   

 

           Regarding our fourth objective, we successfully established and continue to foster a 

collaborative and mutually beneficial relationship between researchers and students at MU 

and UWC. Prof Andresa  and I are continuing to work on the current data while planning for 

future projects, including those that will send me to the United States and Prof Andresa back 

to South Africa. Prof Andresa is also collaborating on another research study with Prof 

Roman. We will continue looking into other external funding for collaborative projects with 

UM and UWC scholars. 
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