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Aliens from the Sky :
An Experimental Documentary Telling the Stories of Sex Workers in Cape Town
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6XEPLWWHG E\ .DWLQD %LWVLFDV
$VVLVWDQW 3URIFHWRBW HIOIQAWXIO 6 FKRRO RI 9LVXDO 6WXGLH\
&ROXPELD

8:& +RVW &KHULWK 6DQJHU 6FKRRO RI /DZ 8QLYHUVLW\ RI
Synopsis

Aliens from the Sky ZzDV FUHDWHG WR DGYRFDWH IRU WKH GHFULPLQ|
6RXWK $IULFD WKURXJK WKH SRZHU RI VWRU\WHOOLQJ %\ VI
ZRUNHUV DQG WKH FKDOOHQJHV WKH\ IDMKHARQGPRROWLQJ SR
VSUHDG DZDUHQHVYV LQ DQ DUWLVWLF ZD\ DERXW WKH LVVXH
SURPRWH FKDQJH WKURXJK VWRU\WHOOLQJ

, Q , UHFHLYHG D JUDQW IURP WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI OLVVR>
3URJUDP 806%(3 WR IXQG WK HCMWpRAD inVihe ©dldinQ f Seld RM H F W
Work: A Digital Storytelling Intervention ZLWK P\ FROODERUDWRU &KHULWK 6L
IDFXOW\ PHPEHU DW WKH 8QLYHWVK®\ RI :H\ZWNUQQID:G\ DEO
WUDYHO WR &DSH 7RZQ UHVFKHGXOHG IURP 0D\ GXH WR
FROODERUDWLRQ ZLWK WKHHUYY GEFDAMMH[RRWDLNG $GYRFDF\ 7
JRUFRIQ DGWRKD IRU WKH GHFULPLQDOL]DWLRQ RDSH[ ZRUN L
7TRZQ , ZRUNHG FROODERUDWLYHO\ WR FRQGXFW LQWHUYLH?Z
HISHULHQFHG SROIUZKH VR ULQOQXN\NHULYR@®ZY DQG WKH IRRWDJH , FI
UHVHDUFK WULSPQ& &WWHRHWXHHU L P H Q W D OD GLRIPX\R Bl @IRMBW L D@ G
fromthe Sky ZKLFK DGYRFDWHYV IRU WKH GHFULPLQDOLWPOAVLRQ RI
FRPSOHWLRQ RI WKH ILOPFIRQ QBRZELIBPIE WMKH LQWURGXFWLRQ RI
SDUOLDPHRYHREBHLU WR GHFULPLQDOL]H VH[ ZRUN DQG SURY
VDIHW\ DQG MXVWLFH IRU%DMHA YRRUYUHQFH QGHU

'HVSLWH RQJRLQJ HIIRUWV WR WDFNOH SROLFH FRUUXSWLRQ
DGYHUVHO\ DIIHFWV WKH FRXQWU\ HFRQRRHFDX0Q JVIREGD OO\
VHOOLQJ RI VH[ VHUYLFHYV DQG DOO UHODWHG DFRWLYLWLHYV I
FULPLQDOL]DWLRQ RI VH[ ZRUN PHDQV WKDW VH[ ZRUNHUV DI
DQG






SDUWLFLSDWH L) OMKH GWHRG HBWQ L FDW DRH IDDYD ZRDEOGIKW & R
SDUWLFLSDQWY IRU HPRWLRQDO VXSSRUW WKURXJKRXW WKH

Film Notes

$OW K RWKIHK V VRR WLKH/ SD U W LLFLFSDHBN. E \UKHD Y\ LPSRQWDQW H
PHDQLQZHEOGQIW ZDQW WR KDYH HILWDKL@M\ \WiH B B\QWWBAGHD O V
IRFXRV WKHVIR EM RQ WKH VWRULHWVZRR W KHAF B BRY WL D QW V
XVHG WR PDNH WKLV ILO+D LY HEXRIQHDMQWRY FDPHUD 6LQFH
ILOPLQJ WRROV DUH VPDOO DQG K DF)GRKMHR GV KMHKS b [DWEFRBD@ \
OHVV LQWUXVLYH DOORZL QMR BGG/RMRW A RLUAHDHRE! W K H
ILOPPDSIURBHVVKRMKHRFDWRRB QWK R OO | R UE IVKHGI LRIP
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV IURP WKH SDUWLFLSDQWYV DV ZHOO DV V.
ILOP LQ DGGLW L\R®MDWE& I5RE Z HQUHH B UMRIFGIFDUFHUDWLRQ
GLVEXVVHG LQ WKH ILOP

2XURIXQWK WKLYDSUWRHFMW HDS B UVDIGALMIEXW &H VWRU\ WKDW
ZDQWHG WR WHOO :KLOH HDFK SDUWLFLSDQW KDV D GLIIHUH
VH[ ZRUN WKH FRPPRQ WKUHD ® DIGHEXILKCR MHF I R WA H J
BRXWK $iHZBPMWHG WR ZHDYH DQG WKUHDG WKH VWRULHV WF
LQGLYLGXDO YRLFH ZDV KHDUG DQG WKDW HDFK VWRU\ QR P
‘H ZHWOVR FDUHIXO DERXW HGLWLQJ RXW VSHRKRRWIRDSHM F K
OHDYH BXPRMMRW VSHFLILF VSHHFK SDWWHUQV WKDW ZHUH XQlL
SDUWLFLSDQWV :H GLG FKRRVH WR LQFRUSRUDWH VXEWLWO
RI WKHLU YRLFHV FRXOG EH XQGH D\QWIRWR G ER DHIKD R EDO DG L
LPSDLUKISY SURMHFW ZDV DOO LQWHUYLHZ EDVHG ZLWK QR V
DW WKH EHJLQQLQJ DQG WKH HQG :H FKRVH WR FRQGXFW W2z
SDUWLFLOBQW)\G XD O DKHA HURKIH & RRYE HV/QD R INIM D F K

RWKHU



.DWLQIDWVLFDV DQG $EE\ %OHQN RHGVW@BQRU ILOPLQJ DW 5R

$EUDKDP +DPPIDE) %OHQN .DWLQD %LWVLFDV DQG &KHULWK 6



Film Stills



Outcomes

6LQFH WKH ILOP DAQeBs frap\Ha/ 8k@ & D W IDROQU HD G\ VFUHHQHG LC
IHVWLYDOV DQG H[KLELWLRQV LQ VWDWHYV LQ WKH 86 LQ |
DQG *HUPDQ\ DQG KDV ZRQ RQH DZDUG

Aliens from the Sky SUHPLHUHG DW WKH 6DQ )UDQFLVFR %D\ $UHD 6H
$UWV )HVWLYDO KHOG DW WKH KLVWRULF 5R[LH 7KHDWHU LQ
SUHPLHULQJ XRUWSHABNVDWK N LIQ © RWSFO DAKIKG D X\@ MVHBDFGIH IR U

DQG DERXWSWDQFH E\ WKH VH|[ ZIRWVURN HR SFRRPAPXRWWWKRLYPHLOP



7KH ILOP WKHQ VFUHHQHG DW /D 6XU 5HDO hLQOSRXJHVWLYDO L
DQG ZzDV WKHQ LQYLWHG WR VFUHHQ DW WKH 5HG 8PEUHOOD



7KH ILOP WKHQ VFUHHQHG DW WKH 6W /RXLV ,QWHUQDWLRQI
2VFDU TXDOLI\LQJ ILOP IHVWLYDO DV SDUW RI WKH '"RFXPHQW

7KH ILOP WKHQ VvDZ LWV &DSH 7RZQ SUHPLHUH ZKHQ LW VFUF
&HQWUH IRU +XPDQLSMOD.BHW BHWHKOHUBERQLYHUVLW\ /RKIHW KHZ DHV W H |
DOVR DQ RUJDQL]JHG SDQHO VHVVLRQ DQG 4 $ PHWMRQVNKH VFI

0DQ\ RI WKH SDUW LEQ 8 DIQMWHIQWG W& HDK S HRKIRIQHIQO.R) W K H Q
SOD\HG DJDLQ LQ &DSH 7RZQ DW WKH 6H[ :RUN )LOP )HVW @ Zx






, Q Aliens from the Sky ZLOO VFUHHQ DW WKH 63( OHGLD )HVWLY
02 LQ ODUFK ZKHUH RRQROMEHDW ILOP LQ WKH /*%74,%$ FDWH
ILOP ZLOO WKHQ VFUHHQ LQ $SULO DW WKH 5HGILVK )LOP )H\



