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(Dr. Tim Flanigan) to investigate the neurovirulence of clade C HIV in Southern India. Our initial NIH 
grant (R21) was awarded in 2004 and within one year we produced clear evidence that HIV clade C 
produces a cognitive phenotype that mirrors the neurovirulence of clade B. Our grant proposed to 
delineate the neural substrates of this phenotype, but we were unable to secure IRB approval in India to 
complete the planned MRI acquisitions.  As a result, my first programmatic line of research hit a 
on brain integrity in HIV. The grant included sophisticated neuroimaging techniques that had never been 
applied in a clinical setting, viral subtyping, and investigations of inflammatory markers that we believed 
were central to brain damage in the context of clade C disease. 

Results from our R01 clearly documented profound brain abnormalities in clade C, with no variance by 
the Tat genotype. If anything, the signature of disease suggested enhanced neurovirulence when 
compared to clade B. These results were controversial, and prompted a vigorous debate between 


